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WARNING! Some images in this Issue may contain deceased persons that may cause distress to some people. 

More dancing at the 8th Obe Geia  challenge - see pages 7-8 for more pics!

Spring Fair mixed netball comp - see pages 4-5 for more pics!

St Michael’s Starting Block Awards for Term 3 - see page 2 for more pics!



2        The Palm Island Voice is free & online at www.chowes.com.au/newsletters/palmisland

This term’s Starting Block Award 
ceremony at St Michael’s was opened 
by Grade 6 with an acknowledgement of 
Country, National Anthem and Prayer of 
the Aboriginal People. 

“Congratulations to all 

involved and a special thank 

you to the Grade 1 students 

who once again delivered a 

highlight with their deadly 

dancing,” Principal Gary 

Recklies said. “Also a special 

mention to our recent Horizon 

Trip winners who demonstrated 

their growth in self confidence 

by explaining 

their experience 

in Melbourne. 

“The day was 

extra special as 

we had Cathy Freeman and her 

mum (Cecelia) and bub (Ruby) 

at the Awards.

“Well done and thank 

you to the Cathy Freeman 

Foundation, without your 

support we would not be able 

to offer such a wonderful 

incentive for students to 

attend school each and every 

day!”
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Palm Island boxers Brayden 
Nallajar, Patrick Clarke and 
Raymond Haines did well 
at the Sunstate Amateur 
Boxing League State Titles 
in Townsville’s Currajong 
State School Hall last 
weekend.
The 14-year-old Brayden won a 

gold medal in the 41.5kg division 

when no opponent could be found 

to fight him.

He stepped up a division, to 

ensure a bout, and won a bronze 

medal in the 44.5kg class.

Patrick, 23, won a silver medal in 

the 71kg category, despite having 

a shoulder injury.

“It was a good fight,” trainer 

Ray Dennis said.

Mr Dennis thanked the Palm 

Island Aboriginal Shire Council for 

sponsoring the trip to Townsville.

Palm boxers look set to compete 

at a tournament on Magnetic 

Island on October 15 and possibly 

another in Rockhampton next 

month.

Boxers do well at State Titles

Above: Brayden Nallajar and Patrick Clarke at the State Titles 
in Townsville; Below: Dennis Haines snr with Raymond Haines and 

Lawrence Haines, Zac Morton and Rhonda Morton
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The 2016 Bwgcolman Youth and Spring Festival 
hosted a junior mixed netball competition.
There were three divisions with one team in each 
from Bwgcolman and St Michael’s schools and 
they were 5-7 years; 8-10 years and 11-13 years.
Thanks to Palm Island Netball Interim President Beryl Bunn for the pics.
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Palm Island 
Aboriginal 

Shire Council 
has 1,254 
‘likes’ on 

Facebook!!!

Operating Hours for 
Council are Monday – 

Friday 8am – 5pm
If you have any 

questions please 
contact Reception 
on 4770 1177 or 

4770 0200

Don’t forget!!!

The DEADLINE for the 
next NEXT 

PALM ISLAND VOICE 
(213) is

Thursday 29 
September 

FOR PUBLICATION 
Thursday 6 October

See our Facebook page for a full 
list of Rates & Dates for 2016

ADVERTISE!
Page Sponsorship: (1cm or 18pt high banner 
across nominated page): $120
Quarter A4 Page: $250 + GST  
Half A4 Page:  $350 + GST
Full A4 Page:  $550 + GST

Ads are to be booked by no later than 5pm 
on deadline day (see above) and all material 
submitted no later than COB the next day.  
Print approval required by Monday COB.

To book an ad, make a contribution 
or inquire about subscriptions please 
contact the Editor, Christine Howes, 

on 0419 656 277 or 
chowes@westnet.com.au 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM 
COUNCILLOR WALSH

The flagpoles outside the 
Council offices and the new 
memorial have been destroyed 
by people climbing on them.
Palm Island Councillor Eddie 

Walsh said anyone found 
on video evidence to be the 
perpetrator will be prosecuted.
“And I will be asking Council 

to consider will be asked to 
consider their removal from 
the Island,” he said.
“We’ve had enough of this, 

this is our community and our 
history and that needs to be 
respected by everyone who 
lives here, regardless of who 
they are.”
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...from p 8...
“The game of the day was an 

entertaining local grudge match 

against St Michael’s,” Mr 

Evers said.

“Bwgcolmans’ second side, 

Palm Island Gold, consisted of 

a mixed team of boys and girls. 

“They played well all day and 

their highlight was a game with 

Magnetic Island.”

St Michael’s Principal Gary 

Recklies said students from 

grades four, five and six - boys 

and girls - trained hard in the 

lead up.

“The preparation was a part 

of the success on the day as 

students trained Monday and 

Wednesday afternoons,” he 

said. “Their skills and drills 

that assisted them in putting 

in a really good performance.  

“A big congratulations on 

all the team work as students 

showed great courage and 

resilience led by co-captains 

Lajiyah and Corey.  

“Well done boys and girls you 

made us feel very proud and 

inspired.”

Mr Recklies said Palm Island 

wanted to particularly thank 

the North Queensland Cowboys 

and Sealink, Evolution Mining, 

Harvey Norman and Bun Lek 

Solutions for their sponsorship.

“A big thank you also to 

Bwgcolman Community School 

staff and students who set up 

the fields, marques, catered for 

the day and also provided the 

traditional welcome to country 

and traditional dancing,”� Mr 

Recklies said.

Ignatius Park college students 

also travelled to the Island to 

assist with refereeing matches 

and assist with ensuring a 

smooth running of the day.

North Queensland Toyota 

Cowboys General Manager for 

Community Fiona Pelling said it 

was a big day for everyone.

“It’s a huge day for many of 

the kids, four hours of travel 

for those who come from 

Townsville or Magnetic Island 

and a couple of kilometers 

walking as well as five modified 

length games of rugby league, 

but a very enjoyable and 

educational day as well,” she 

said. “Once all the teams have 

arrived we all take part in a 

community welcome to country 

which includes some traditional 

dancing from the Palm Island 

locals. “We really encourage 

all the kids, once they are 

invited, to join the dancing 

because it’s a great ice breaker 

and really sets the atmosphere 

for the day.”

Obe Geia jnr was the first 

Palm Islander to play A grade 

for the North Queensland 

Cowboys.

Palm Island Life

Pic by Christine Howes
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THE eighth Obe Geia jnr 
rugby league challenge held 
earlier this month on Palm 
Island was a great success 
with nine mainland and three 
local sides competing.
More than a football carnival, 

the day is also a cultural 

exchange between the students, 

offering those who are local 

the chance to play in front 

of their family and friends, 

and those who travelled the 

chance to experience Palm 

Island’s hospitality, culture and 

environment.

Importantly, each young 

footballer has earned the right 

to play in the carnival thanks 

to their regular attendance and 

positive behaviour at school.

As part of their reward for their 

efforts, each player was given an 

Obe Geia 2016 players T-shirt 

from the North Queensland 

Cowboys.

Palm Island Green (Bwgcolman) 

Coach Chris Evers snr said the 

three Palm Island teams did well.

“Two of the sides were students 

from Bwgcolman Community 

School and St Michaels’ entered 

one team,” he said.

“Palm Island Green drew against 

eventual winners Marion College 

in their first game, lost by a try 

to Kelso and went on to beat 

Good Shepherd College, St 

Josephs’ College The Strand and 

St Michaels’.  Continued p 7...

Obe Geia Rugby League Challenge success


