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A word from CEO Ganthi Kuppusamy

Ganthi

PPAC has once again delivered our calendar of 
events for the year with our two major events – 
Domestic Violence Prevention Month in May and 
our Youth Summit in September – both successful.

Our success was a direct result of the collective effort and unwavering 
support from our stakeholders, community members, and partners. 

We sincerely appreciate our community members’ active participation in 
what we do, which is crucial to our success and integral to our mission.

We are deeply grateful for your continued support and look forward to 
further collaboration.

Our DFV month activities this year were focused on alcohol and other 
drug awareness and workshops. 

As always, the month was busy and well-attended, showcasing our 
community members’ high level engagement and involvement in our 
activities and events. 

Our Candlelight Vigil and Mother’s Day events 
were not only successful but very well-attended 
and supported. 

Last year’s Youth Summit achieved statewide 
recognition as a finalist – for the second year in 
a row – at this year’s Reconciliation Awards in 
their Community Category.

These prestigious awards and ceremony 
were an initiative of the Queensland 
Government through the Department of the 
Premier and Cabinet and the Department of 
Treaty, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Partnerships, Communities, and the Arts. 

This year’s Youth Summit was another great 
success for PPAC. 

Harbrow Mentoring Australia were our main guests, 
who came to mentor and support young people in 
various, mostly sporting, activities. 

The colour run, cultural activities and games were 
famously popular with out young people and brought joy 
and learning to them, making the summit a significant 
achievement for us all.

I extend my heartfelt gratitude to the board and staff for 
all their great work and continuous support. 

Your dedication and hard work are truly appreciated 
and valued - because of your efforts, we have achieved 
great things over the past year and we look forward to 
continuing that success with your ongoing help and 
support.
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Every May Pormpur Paanthu Aboriginal Corporation Every May Pormpur Paanthu Aboriginal Corporation 
marks Domestic and Family Violence Prevention & marks Domestic and Family Violence Prevention & 
Awareness Month to raise community awareness of Awareness Month to raise community awareness of 
Domestic and Family Violence (DFV) and to send a clear Domestic and Family Violence (DFV) and to send a clear 
message that DFV in families and homes will not be message that DFV in families and homes will not be 
tolerated. It is in our control to end coercive control.tolerated. It is in our control to end coercive control.
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Every event was well-attended 
by our community, who heard 
the message loud and clear - 
domestic and family violence has 
no place here.
DV Prevention Month supporters 
and sponsors included: RISE, 
PUBSC, CEQ, QIFVLS, PASC and 
the Queensland Government.
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2024 2024 
Candlelight Candlelight 

VigilVigil
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More than 300 people came to this year’s Candlelight Vigil, hosted by 
the Women’s Group and supported by the Men’s Support Services.

PPAC CEO Ganthi Kuppusamy 
said it had been a very successful 
month overall.

“For Pormpur Paanth Aboriginal 
Corporation it’s been a very 
successful month to increase 
awareness there is no tolerance 
to domestic and family in our 
community,” she said.

“We say, ‘say no to domestic 
violence’ because we have to keep 
our woman and children in safe 
environment. 

“We look after women and 
children and families. 

“That’s Family Violence 
Prevention Month and we do this 
every year and this year we have 
been focussing on the source issues 
– which are alcohol and drugs.

“So we had Benny Hodges 
offering his awareness programs in 
support of our AOD program and 
Men’s Support Services.”

Mr Hodges said he wasn’t aware 
of anywhere else in the country 

where a full month of activities was 
dedicated to family and domestic 
violence awareness and prevention.

“It raises the awareness of people 
that it is everybody’s business, 
people have to keep themselves 
safe, but it is everyone’s business,” 
he said. “Domestic and family 
violence isn’t a part of our culture 
and people need to be aware that 
domestic and family violence 
in the household is absolute 
disrespect to culture.”
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Breakfast Bar @ Rise
Sponsored by: CEQ 
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Color Run 
IMF 3K Fun Run 

BOOMERANG : 
Daily Registration 

Cast Net Competition
Harbrow Mentoring

Sport & Rec Activities 
Indigenous Games 

Harbrow Mentoring
Sport & Rec Activities 

Indigenous Games 

HEALING CENTRE
Mural Painting

HEALING CENTRE
Mural Painting

STALLS: Abergowrie ,
Health Promotion with RHDS & Apunipima

Rangers EXPO: Career Pathway 
Photo's with Small Animals 

Harbrow Mentoring Activities :

Nga Matawaka Workshop

Young Mums, Dads & Bubs 

H
A

LL

Nga Matawaka 

Lunch @ Boomerang

OPENING
Welcome to Country

PORMPURAAW YOUTH SUMMIT

Tues Fri

Empowerment through Reconciliation
September 17th - 20th , 2024

Times
8:30 am 

to
 10:00am 

10:00am 
to 

12:30pm

12:30pm -1:30pm

1:30pm 
to 

4:30pm

4:30pm 
to 

6:00pm 

Lunch @ BoomerangLunch @ Oval

6:00pm- 7:30pm  Dinner @ Boomerang Dinner @  Boomerang Dinner @ Hall 

STALLS: Abergowrie ,
Health Promotion with RHDS & Apunipima

QPS 

Young Mums, Dads & Bubs
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HEALING CENTRE
Mural Painting

EDOR
 Mini Competition

R
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Educational Program
Games & Workshops
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Competition 

Wed Thurs

HEALING CENTRE
Mural Painting
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On- Country 
NUTWOOD 

BYO : Fishing & 
Swimming gear

*Permission Form Required

Spear Making 
Skirt Making 

Touch Football 
Mini Competition
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Water Obstacle Course
 + Slushies 

Guys Haircut

Girls Pampering
M
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7:30pm - 9:00pm 
BOOMERANG 
MOVIE NIGHT 

RAATSICC

7:30pm - 9:00pm 
Closing Ceremony

Overall Prizes 
DISCO 

ENTERTAINMENT

HALL 
Games  &  Free time 

BOOMERANG 
Health Promotion : 

Apunipima + RHD  + Mums, Dad's and
Bubs 

Code Cracker
Puzzles + Prizes

NIGHT ACTIVITIES 

RIS
E

I want to begin by acknowledging the 
Traditional Owners and Custodians 
of the land on which we meet today 
and pay my respects to their Elders, 
past and present.

My name is Meredith Arkwookerum. I am the 
Chairperson of Pormpur Paanthu Aboriginal 
Corporation, and on behalf of Pormpur Paanthu 
Aboriginal Corporation, I would like to invite you to 
our 2024 Youth Summit.

This year’s event, from 17-20 September and 
themed ‘Empowerment through Reconciliation,’ 
will continue to deliver culturally appropriate 
programs and workshops to empower our youth 
and promote reconciliation. 

The event facilitated cross-cultural understanding, 
built community connections, and provided a 
platform for our youth to voice their views and 
aspirations in a safe and inclusive setting. The 
positive outcomes since have included (but are not 
limited to) improvements in education, employment, 

health, and overall well-being, as well as reduced 
antisocial behaviour and interactions with the justice 
system.

I hope you will have a great time at the event this 
week. Thanks again for joining us for another year.
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“This week has been 
amazing,” proud 
Yirrganydji mentor Marc 
Harbrow says.

Marc was at the Youth Summit with 
Harbrow Mentoring CEO Esther 
Gaffney to ‘unlock’ some potential in the 
community’s young people.

“We do leadership mentoring, sport and 
reconciliation and Indigenous innovation 
facilitation,” he said.

“My brother Jarrod and I are co-founders 
and we run the business.

“Our focus was purely on sporting 
activities, we brought traditional 
Indigenous games as well as some tools 
for the most popular game, Edor, which 
originates from Aurukun.

“The modified game is delivered using 
Oztag belts and tags – if you’ve got the 
Edor, or the tag, you’re dodging and 
weaving through the opposition team, and 
trying to run through the goals with two 
tags on.”

He said they had also worked with new 
Sport & Rec officer Jeremiah (Lloyd) Gibbo.

“We’re teaching him some new skills and 
games, so when we leave he’s equipped 
with some new games to play with the 
kids,” he said.

“He’s improved over the past four days, so 
he will develop well into the sport and rec 
space.

“I think this has been an amazing event 
with the right service providers, no one 
person can do this, the collaboration in the 
lead-up has worked well, so thank you to 
all the organisers and supporters.”
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Working together to make it all happenWorking together to make it all happen
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Women’s Shelter
Deborah Hobson 
(d.hobson@ppac.org.au) 
Admin Phone 4060 4082 

DFSV Frontline Support Officer 
Edith Schultz 
(e.schultz@ppac.org.au)

Men’s Support 
Ronald Kingi
(r.kingi@ppac.org.au) 

Youth Services 
Jeramiah Gilbo
(j.gilbo@ppac.org.au) 

Counsellors 
Phone 4060 4260 

Night Patrol 
(admin@ppac.org.au) 
Mobile  0474 464 688 

Outside School Hours Care/
Playgroup 
Sandra Wason 
(s.wason@ppac.org.au) 
Phone 4060 4001 

Long Day Care Centre 
Tammy (ldc@ppac.org.au) 
Mobile 0475 636 753

Domestic & Family Violence 
Aggy 
(a.radajewski@ppac.org.au) 
Amose Jose 
(a.jose@ppac.org.au) 

Healing Centre Manager/AOD 
Counsellor
Nigel Sullivan 
(n.sullivan@ppac.org.au) 

Family Wellbeing Services 
Melanie Conrad
(m.conrad@ppac.org.au)
Coral Harris 
(c.harris@ppac.org.au)

NDIS 
Ken Klement 
(NDISconnect@pppac.org.au)
Phone 4060 4260

Pormpur Paanth Aboriginal Corporation (PPAC) offers:

•	 Domestic violence and drug and alcohol preventative education, counselling, advocacy and support 
for families

•	 Social & Emotional Wellbeing Services
•	 Family Wellbeing Services
•	 Play Our Way Activities for Women and Girls (new)
•	 Men’s Support Services
•	 Women’s Group Activities
•	 Youth Services
•	 Outside School Hours Care Services
•	 Vacation Care Activities
•	 Child Care Services (Long Day Care)
•	 Playgroup
•	 Community Night Patrol 
•	 NDIS Services
•	 Women’s Shelter Services (Maantchangk Women’s Shelter is open 52 weeks a year with 7 days a 

week on-call service)
•	 Domestic, Family, and Sexual Violence Frontline Support (new)

We are grateful to our community sponsors and partners who have included: 
•	 Queensland Government
•	 Pormpuraaw Shire 

Council
•	 Community Enterprise 

Queensland (CEQ) 
•	 RISE Ventures
•	 Youth Empowered Towards 

Independence  (YETI)
•	 Harbrow Mentoring
•	 Apunipima Cape York 

Health Council

•	 Pormpuraaw Justice 
Centre

•	 Department of Youth 
Justice

•	 Department of Education 
and Training

•	 National Indigenous 
Australians Agency (NIAA)

•	 Anglican Diocese of North 
Queensland  

•	 Pormpuraaw United 

Brother’s Social Club
•	 RAATSICC
•	 Pormpuraaw Art Centre
•	 Queensland Police Service 

(QPS)
•	 Torres and Cape Hospital 

and Health Service
•	 PVW Partners
•	 Brilliant Technology
•	 Cairns Central (Terry 

White Pharmacy)


