
Page 8   Western Cape Bulletin    29 April - 5 May,  2009   

AU
STRALIAN INDIGENOUS

             S EC U R I T Y  S E R VICE 

SECURITY
Customised security to your

individual needs

Ph: 0429 480 390

Other products 
available soon:

fl ea control

WEIPA PET FOOD SUPPLIES
PRICE LIST – FEBRUARY 2009

DOG FOOD
Enduro *Full Boar for hunting and working dogs ...........$51.00 20kg
Enduro *Complete for house and yard dogs.................$48.00 20kg
Enduro *Puppy .....................................................$32.00   8kg
* Enduro range is high quality dog food
Rex Beef and Chicken ...........................................$38.00 20kg

HEALTH PRODUCTS
Heartgard Plus up to 11kg dog .............................$41.00 6 months
Heartgard Plus up to 22kg dog ..........................$44.00 6 months
Heartgard Plus up to 45kg dog .......................... $48.00 6 months
Closasole Intestinal Wormer 1 tab per 10kg .........$30.00    10 tabs
Nucidol Tick and Flea Wash Concentrate ........... $40.00    500ml

For all enquiries and orders please call 
0417 658 897 or 4069 8084
HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

� Panel beating

� Spray painting

� Rustproofing

� All insurance and 
private repairs

� D/Cab 
conversions

� Windscreen 
replacement

� High impact glass 
– side and rear

� Machinery glass
� King Springs
� Powerdown
 shock absorbers

PHONE
4069 7933

 Fax 4069 7193

Email: weipasmashrepairs@bigpond.com

We’ll get you
back on the road!

WEIPA
SMASH REPAIRS

Dr Donna O’Kane

Dr Dave Smith
Weipa Integrated Health Services

John Evans Drive, Weipa
Ph: 4082 3700 Fax: 4082 3699

Monday – Thursday, 8am – 5pm, Friday 7.30am – 4pm
SERVICES INCLUDE:

WEIPA MEDICAL CENTRE LIMITED

BULK BILLING
PRACTICE

Same day appointments 
available

For bookings phone Greg 
0405 438 129 or 4060 7161

www.portlandhouse.com.au

HOLIDAY HOUSE RENTAL

in Portland Roads
East coast rainforest

Relaxing , secluded getaway
Ideal for families

10 mins from Chilli Beach
Charter boat available for fishing 
& sightseeing – please book prior

to visit

Portland
House

karen’s 
kiddie 
corner
24 hour and 
weekend 
child care 
available

Ph: 4069 9797

connecting_the_cape
Bringing you what’s new
(and news) from Cape York 
Aboriginal communities
– compiled & edited by Christine Howes

Last week David Peachey and Nova 
Peris visited Lockhart River in what 
Mayor Rodney Accoom recalls was the 
fi rst visit by mainstream sports stars to 
the small community.

We’ve had a visit from the Strong Commu-
nity Life mob which included David Peachey 
and Nova Peris.

There was also two blokes from Troy 
Cassar-Daly’s band who ‘played up’ with some 
of the local musos in town.

I reckon it was a good thing they came, it was 
the fi rst time something like this had happened 
in Lockhart.

When I grew up here, as a young boy I 
played footy and basketball, but no one from 
the mainstream came up to see us.

We used to travel to Weipa, Aurukun, 
Kowanyama, Pormpuraaw, Coen, just to play 
footy with each other.

If we got injured, nothing.

We didn’t get paid, we just tried to make our 
community proud.

If we won when we came back we’d hear 
people singing out, just happy to hear we’d 
won.

So it’s a good thing that David and these 
others were here.

There’s two bands in our community as well, 
they just used to play against each other, but 
recently someone came up from Cairns and has 
recorded them in their studio there.

They were just up here two weeks ago to 
record some more.

The bands have been writing their own songs 
and they have mixed it up with some culture, 
so it’s good to see that happening.

I wish all this had happened when I was a 
young fella!

In other news, at the end of last month we 
opened a new offi ce in Cairns, espeically for 
some of our fi nancial staff to work from.

It’s good for us, it means that when any of 
our workers put purchase orders in, they get 
sent down there and our staff can look for the 
right material at the best price.

That’s next door to the Kowanyama offi ce, 
which I think has been there for nearly ten 
years now.

Council has three ‘battles’ on its hands at the 
moment, fi rstly our community’s housing rents 
are about to go up to 25% of every household’s 
income.

I don’t see how our people can afford that, 
they don’t get much as it is and the only store 
we have here is very expensive.

I heard it was because there are rich people 
in the cities living in housing commission 

homes, so what they’re doing is bringing those 
problems from the cities into communities.

We’re also pretty wild about Wild Rivers 
over here as well.

We were told it wouldn’t affect our mob 
camping on the rivers but in point of fact it was 
a different story.

We have a developer at the moment who’s 
interested in offering 150-200 jobs for our 
people as well, but someone from Wild Rivers 
told him ‘blackfellas can’t work’.

He said he wanted to prove them wrong but 
they’re trying to stop him.

So we’re backing the Cape York Land 
Council and Balkanu all the way in this fi ght.

And lastly, we want to tell people we’re not 
giving up hope on our canteen yet, we’re still 
fi ghting to get it back.

As soon as the canteen was closed people 
here went straight into drugs and making their 
own brew, which is killing them, so I want the 
community to know we’re still fi ghting and we 
won’t give up hope.

Mayor Rodney Accom from Lockhart River 
Aboriginal Shire Council

A leading authority on 
tropical river systems claims 
that Queensland’s Wild Riv-
ers legislation was assembled 
without enough scientific 
consultation.

Professor Stuart Bunn, 
the director of the Austral-
ian Rivers Institute (ARI) at 
Griffith University, alleges 
the scientifi c community has 
not been able to give govern-
ments the detailed science on 
tropical rivers they need.

He says this meant the 
State Government’s decision 
to lock up the Lockhart, Stew-
art and Archer rivers on Cape 
York earlier this month was 
made without the appropriate 
level of consultation.

“We’ve had some discus-
sions with them about our 

interests in having some input 
into that process but up until 
now the process of selecting 
catchments and the whole 
development of the legislation 
has not been one that’s really 
required or incorporated a lot 
of that,” he told an ABC’s 
News Online.

The Government’s deci-
sion to declare the three Wild 
Rivers on April 3 has pro-
duced stark divisions between 
a range of Indigenous and 
environmental groups.

The plan was welcomed 
by Wik Projects Ltd., the 
Aurukun Uniting Church, 
Indigenous leader Murundoo 
Yanner and the Wilderness 
Society.

But Noel Pearson angrily 
left his position with the Cape 

York Institute to fight the 
Government over the issue, 
accusing Premier Anna Bligh 
of robbing Indigenous people 
of their economic rights.

Professor Bunn’s com-
ments throw some doubt over 
claims by the Government 
of extensive consultation, 
although he is at pains to point 
out that the fault lies as much 
with the science community 
as with the Government.

“There’s not a lot of sci-
ence being done, so pulling a 
lot of the information together 
and getting it into a form 
that’s useful is one challenge 
and the second one is we’ve 
[the scientifi c community’s] 
not been really proactive 
in the past at taking what 
little information we have 

and getting it into the policy 
area,” he said.

“They’re [governments] 
willing to take whatever 
science advice we can give 
them right now. The reality 
is decisions are being made 
and whatever information 
we have is stuff that we have 
to get in there and make 
sure that policies that are 
developed are based on the 
best information.”

The anger coming from 
Noel Pearson and others over 
a perceived lack of consulta-
tion shows how important 
it is to engage Cape York 
communities in the river 
conservation process, Profes-
sor Bunn said.

“A high priority is to 
identify what are the assets 

and values that people hold 
very dearly and how are they 
distributed across the north, 
and use that information to 
help guide where are laces 
that are of high conserva-
tion signifi cance or cultural 
signifi cance,” he said.

“It doesn’t necessarily 
mean you have to lock up 
every catchment and turn 
them into places where no-
one’s allowed to go because 
that’s not a good form of 
management either. 

“Whatever process we use 
to protect them, if we don’t 
engage the communities that 
are living there and the ones 
that are going to be affected 
by this, then they won’t be 
managed properly into the 
future.”

Professor argues that Wild Rivers policy lacks proper science
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