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Weipa
Massage Therapy

~ Relaxation massage

~ Deep tissue massage

~ Soft tissue massage

Contact: Debbi Toomey
0488 696 651

In the city centre...
Luxury four-star, two-bedroom, 
fully self-contained apartments
1 month from $680 per week
3 months from $615 per week
(Max 4 adults, children under 12 FOC)

07 4052 1200
res@getawaycairns.com.au
www.getawaycairns.com.au

Cairns
On Grafton

Cairns - North Queensland

LOW SEASON SPECIAL
VALID UNTIL 31.05.09

WEIPA SMASH REPAIRS
Panel Beating - Spray Painting

Rustproofing - Windscreen Fitting
All Insurance & Private Repairs

 D/Cab conversions

         Phone: (07) 4069 7933
  Fax:   (07)  4069 7193

info@weipageek.com
www.weipageek.com40698269

WEIPA | Geek provides:
| A RANGE OF PC solutions
| ON/OFFSITE repairs
| DATA recovery
| INTERNET setup & repair
| VIRUS removal & protection
| WEBSITE design
BOOK 7 DAYS 8am to 8pm

WEIPA MEATS

Ph: 4069 7471
Fax: 4069 7624

Shop 3B Commercial Ave, Nanum

Gourmet

For all your
quality meat
requirements!

Dasha, Steve and Tim are 
ready to “meat” your 

needs in 2009

We serve first home owners
day in, day out… and we treat
them like they own the place…
because they do.
WE OFFER THEM: 

•  A DISCOUNTED INTEREST RATE*

•  A 100% MORTGAGE OFFSET ACCOUNT

•  HELP WITH THE PAPERWORK

•  THE FLEXIBILITY OF REDRAW (AVAILABLE IN APRIL)

Visit: Weipa branch Corner Kerr Point Drive 
and Commercial Ave

Phone: 4069 7555

ABN 77 087 651 027 AFSL 244 533.  Normal lending criteria applies. *interest rate discounted for the first 12 months

www.qccu.com.au

connecting_the_cape
Bringing you what’s new
(and news) from Cape York 
Aboriginal communities
– compiled & edited by Christine Howes

Napranum Council is looking forward to 2009 and hopefully 
some of our planning and submissions will help us to keep 
moving forward.

Firstly Council confi rmed the appointment of Margaret Barnes 
as CEO in January, after she was acting in the position for the 
past six months or so.

We’ve got auditors coming in next week so she’s been pretty 
busy preparing for that.

There’s always an issue for us attracting and retaining staff, 
even though we are close to Weipa, so we’re very pleased to 
have her on board.

A few weeks ago Council started a steering committee made 
up of representatives from all the different organisations working 
in our community.

We’re keen for everyone, government and non-government 
as well as the community to be involved in that, including the 
new Mens’ Group that has recently started up.

We felt that everybody looks for funding to do different 
things but if we all get together we can help each other and 
work a bit better.

Council has also been working on developing the old school 
at Jessica Point, it’s vacant at the moment and it’s a pretty big 
area.

That’s something previous Councils have looked into as 
well.

We want it to be a service hub for the community so all the 
government and non-government organisations are all in the one 
place, and also to develop a library and cultural centre.

At the moment all our services are scattered, but we’d rather 
be in the one area so communication can start fl owing.

And if we are successful the current Council building would 

then become more of a retail area.
We’re all excited and pretty hopeful about the Jessica Point 

project,  
we hope to know about that by end of March.
This week we are also holding meetings with government 

about funding for developing a diversionary centre to support 
the AMP.

That will mean we can get people into doing things like art 
and trying to get them away from alcohol.

One of the things we are most proud of is the success we 
are having with our Land & Sea Protection ghost net project 
at Pennefather.

They are doing a fair bit up there, the wet has affected them but 
last month alone they reported rescuing more than ten turtles. 

The two rangers involved carry out regular beach patrols 
up to Dyfken Point and beyond, working with AQIS at times, 
depending on what they fi nd or see.

Their work also includes weed control and a regeneration 
project.

In other things, the council is also looking forward to working 
with the Western Cape Communities Trusts executive offi cer, 
Georgina Richters and her administrative team, who has been 
in the process of visiting communities to run information 
sessions about the Western Cape Communities Coexistence 
Agreement.

As the Councils representative on the trust and as a community 
member, I am looking forward to having them in Napranum so 
that the communities will also be informed. 

Roy Chevathen
Mayor
Napranum Aboriginal Shire Council

This week Napranum Mayor Roy Chevathen tells us what’s going on over his way...

The Federal Government won’t discuss 
its investigation into Chinalco’s proposed 
$19.5 billion investment in Rio Tinto 
Group.

The Foreign Investment Review Board, 
part of the treasury department, is con-
sidering the proposal and must make a 
recommendation to Treasurer Wayne Swan, 
who can block the transaction on so-called 
national interest grounds. 

“We will be consulting within govern-
ment both nationally and at a state level, 
we will be considering the details of that 
application with the Foreign Investment 

Review Board,” Treasury general manager 
of foreign investment Patrick Colmer told 
the Senate Economics Committee in 
Canberra last week.

“We do have, particularly with these 
proposals, a lot of potentially sensitive com-
mercial information, we treat all proposals 
as commercial in confi dence.” 

Australia may hold an inquiry to scru-
tinise potential acquisitions by Chinese 
state-owned companies led by Aluminum 
Corp.’s investment in Rio.

China, the world’s biggest consumer 
of raw materials, is stepping up purchases 

of mineral producers in Australia, taking 
advantage of a 36% plunge in commodity 
prices last year.

“Rio Tinto is a dual-listed company 
and is two entities, one which is registered 
in London and one which is registered in 
Australia,” Colmer said when asked how 
Australia could impose conditions on the 
transaction.

“It also has signifi cant assets and busi-
nesses in Australia and businesses and 
assets of a company can be subject to 
foreign investment review irrespective of 
where the actual company is registered.”

Mum’s the word over Chinalco-Rio Tinto deal investigation
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