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It has been a successful year for four school-based apprentices who have been 
signed up through the Palm Island Council with TAFE. 
The new apprentices have 

all come from Bwgcolman 

Community School’s senior 

class, thanks to the help 

and hard work of Council’s 

Brett Collinson and  Head 

of Teaching and Learning 

(Secondary School) Lyndal 

Thompson.

“The boys are well on their 

way to following in the 

footsteps of Ron Geia, now a 

site supervisor,” Lyndal said. 

“All four boys ¬– Henry 

Doyle, Rakeem Lind, Eric 

Martin and Elijah Miller – 

are to be commended on their 

commitment to their studies 

both at TAFE and school.

“They are all on track for 

QCE attainment and post-

secondary employment. 

“Henry Doyle, through his 

hard work and dedication, will 

be offered his apprenticeship 

full time upon his completion of 

year 12 in mid-November. 

“We would also like to offer 

a big congratulations to Josiah 

James, a previous school-based 

apprentice with the Council 

from Bwgcolman Community 

School, who has officially 

completed his apprenticeship 

and is now a full time 

carpenter based in Townsville.”

School-based apprenticeships paying off

YOUNG Eric Martin (above and left) was also one of several Palm Islanders to 
successfully complete training with Tribal Warrior. A graduation ceremony will be held 
next week (Friday 9 November) in Yarrabah for new Coxswains Valentine Nona, Gene 

Barry, Seraeah Wyles, Ricky Mooner, Joseph Kinjun, along with Cert I & II student Eric 
Martin & Cert I student Stephen Chapman.  Captain/teacher Kippa Zechariah said he was 

enormously proud of all his students...contact him for more details!
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The Palm Island Voice has been published in its current format for ten years this 
month. You can find all 263 PDFs for the newsletter at http://www.chowes.com.au 
For this 264th issue a notice about stinger season came in, somewhat similar to 
several notices and yarns published late in 2008 and beyond.  Check them out 
below and make sure you wear your stinger suits if you go into the water!

Issue 22: NOVEMBER 2008

Issue 49: DECEMBER 2009

 Issue 70: DECEMBER 2010 (above)
& Issue 75: MARCH 2011 (below)
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Reflecting on a year of great support
Palm Island’s 2018 Centenary events would not have 
been possible without the stalwart leadership and 
determination of people such as Jennifer Ketchell.
And yet Jennifer has asked us to acknowledge others in our 

thanks to those who contributed to our massive tourism award 

win last month, in particular Patricia Taylor, who has since 

resigned but was such a great 

support to all.

This time last year the logo 

competition was on, as was 

reported in Issue 241 (16 

November 2017).

Jennifer is pictured above with 

Patricia and Judith Townsend-

Stahre, another great supporter 

of our community’s achievements 

over the year.

The year has been a great 

success, we’d love to hear from 

you about your favourite thing 

over the year, drop us a line 

today!

Out  & About

Above right: Vern Daisy with 
daughter Toni, and grandchildren 
Donny, 2, & James, 1; Above: CJ 

Pearson and family; Top & Left: pics 
thanks to Beryl Bunn; Right: Paul 

Murphy and Chana Haines



Joyce Palmer Health Service trainee Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health workers Jamarlia Coutts and Jayranni Ryan.

Financial 
health 
“This sound financial performance puts 
us in a good position to continue to 
deliver excellent health outcomes for our 
community”

Tony Mooney AM 
Board Chair

Delivering for our community

Performance
“In 2017-2018 we maintained zero 
long waits for elective surgery, 
specialist outpatients, endoscopy 
and general dental in the face of 
increased demand”

Kieran Keyes
Health Service Chief Executive 

Hospital 
admissions 
increased by 

13.2 %
Endoscopy 
procedures 
increased by 

31.6 %
Telehealth 
appointments 
increased by 

22.7 %

$8 million  
Townsville Hospital’s  
paediatric ward opened

$2.2 million  
BreastScreen Queensland  
redevelopment and relocation 

$4.4 million 
Clinical research upgrade 

$1.74 million  
bone marrow transplant  
unit redevelopment 

$12.8 million 
Townsville Hospital 
and Health Service 
delivers a surplus

$76.5 million 
capital infrastructure 
investment including 
$4.6million renal unit 
expansion, $2.5million staff 
accommodation in Richmond 
and Hughenden and $6.1 
million surgical outpatients 
expansion.

A local benefits test 
delivers a  weighting 
to local businesses 
on contracts30 %

Future healthy for 
Townsville Hospital 
and Health Service 



Joyce Palmer Health Service 
2017-2018 snapshot

8,330 emergency 
department 
presentations 

593 patient 
admissions 

15 beds  

Looking forward
“This is a rare Hollywood moment for a regional tertiary hospital 
that will lead the nation in offering one of the most advanced cancer 
treatment technologies to our community” 

Aniko Cooper 
Townsville Cancer Centre director at the announcement of the Elekta 
MR linear accelerator 

Completion of $16.5 million Palm Island 
Primary Care Centre 

Arrival of $3.9 million cancer treatment 
machine Elekta MR linear accelerator, the first in 
the southern hemisphere

Completion of $5.9 million Townsville Hospital 
expanded endoscopy suite 

Our innovations
“We had to reach the same national standards for training for colonoscopies that a 
doctor would reach. It increases accessibility to the endoscopy unit at the Townsville 
Hospital for patients that need a colonoscopy procedure”

Kylie Ashley
Nurse Endoscopist 

The Townsville Hospital is the first hospital outside south-
east Queensland to trial a leadless pacemaker reducing the 
risk  of complications 

The Townsville HHS’s first neurology trainee completed her 
speciality training at The Townsville Hospital and joined the hospital 
as a staff specialist.

Two nurse endoscopists began at The Townsville Hospital 
to help absorb a 31.6 per cent increase in procedures during 
the past 12 months

Engaging with 
our community

Clinical council 
formed to 
represent 
the clinical 
workforce to key 
decision makers

Indigenous 
Engagement 
Strategy adopted 
and an Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait 
Islander Community 
Advisory Council 
established

24 community 
members played a 
pivotal role on 20 
Townsville Hospital 
and Health Service 
committees

Signed a historic 
Memorandum of 
Understanding with 
James Cook University. 
Plan to create a 
health and knowledge 
precinct in partnership 
with the Townsville 
City Council .

Palm Island Health 
Action Plan launched
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Palm Island 
Aboriginal 

Shire Council 
has 2,838 
‘likes’ on 

Facebook!!!

Operating Hours for 
Council are Monday–Friday 

8am – 5pm
If you have any 

questions please 
contact Reception 
on 4770 1177 or 

4770 0200

Don’t forget!!!
The next DEADLINE 

for the 
PALM ISLAND VOICE 

(265) is

Thursday 
8 November

FOR PUBLICATION 

Thursday 
15 November

Check out our Facebook page,
we have 2,373 likes!

ADVERTISE!
Page Sponsorship: (1cm or 18pt high 
banner across nominated page): $120
Quarter A4 Page: $250 + GST  
Half A4 Page:  $350 + GST
Full A4 Page:  $550 + GST
Ads are to be booked by no later than 5pm 
on deadline day (see above) and all material 
submitted no later than COB the next day.  
Print approval required by Monday COB.

To book an ad, make a contribution 
or inquire about subscriptions please 

contact the Editor, Christine Howes, 
on 0419 656 277 or

palmislandvoice@chowes.com.au 

night 
   clinic
night 
   clinic

just test 
& go
just test 
& go

Queensland
Government

Monday Evenings
4:30pm to 8:00pm

Private buzzer entrance
Behind the HACC building 
South end door at 
Joyce Palmer Health Service

Men’s and Women’s Business 
Quick and Easy

Come down to the new Men’s and Women’s Business 

clinic on Monday evenings. Consults are quick, easy 

and confidential. PLUS there’s a private entrance 

behind the HACC building. 4:30pm to 8pm, Monday 

evenings at Joyce Palmer Health Service.
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Queensland
Government

 

FREE health 
check for 
fellas aged
15-30 years

FREE health 
check for 
ladies aged 
15-30 years

  

 

 
 

 

 

WHEN: 
5th to 9th November 2018 
9am – 4.00pm

WHERE: Mobile health van near Campbell Page

WHEN: 
12th to 16th November 2018
9am – 4.00pm

FREE
store voucher 
for everyone

$30

palm island
health week

It’s Back! Come and get your $30 store voucher, 

just for having a quick & easy health check at the 

Palm Island Health Week. 5th to 9th November 

for the fellas, and 12th to 16th November for 

the girls! We hope to see you there in the 

mobile clinic, next to Campbell Page.

Boxer Patrick Clarke is scheduled to fight one of 

the main bouts at a gala Sunstate Amateur Boxing 

League tournament at Townsville’s Centenary Hotel 

on Saturday night.

Raymond Haines may 

also get a bout.

Veteran trainer Ray 

Dennis, who is still 

recovering after recent 

hip replacement surgery, 

said it should be a good 

night.

“It will be hosted by 

Scooter Hooper’s Art of 

Strength Club,” he said.

MEANWHILE with 

support from the 

Palm Island Aboriginal 

Shire Council and 

the Campbell Page 

Community Development 

Program, some of Palm 

Island finest junior 

boxers headed down to 

Rockhampton for the 

regional titles late in 

September. 

Pictured above from 

left to right was head 

trainer Ray Dennis and 

his assistant Dennis 

Haines with boxers 

Raymond Haines and 

Musa Prior. 

PI boxers on the move

Beetham shines for PI in NPA
PALM Island footballer Clifford Beetham shone for the Surumau Gladiators 

at last weekend’s NPA Dan Ropeyarn Rugby League carnival in Bamaga.

Ten sides battled it out over three days 

at Bamaga’s Yusia Ginau Memorial Oval 

and it was the Barry Nona coached Injinoo 

Crocs who won the $25,000 prize.

Beetham was one of the star players 

for Palm Island Skipjacks when they beat 

Australian Army Thunder 26-20 in the Bill 

Coolburra Memorial Shield last year.

Each side played four qualifying round 

matches over the first two days after 

which the points table was: Alau Eagles 

15p, Bamaga Roos 13.5p, Thupmul United 

13.5p, Injinoo Crocs 11p, Dhoeyim Brothers 

11p, Old Mapoon 

Descendants 11p, Lockhart 

River Scorpions 8.5p, 

Wagadagam Storm 8p, 

Surumau Gladiators 5p,  

West Coast Mariners 1.5p. 



Lyrech Mara, 17, was a shining light for the Wakeyama side which won the 
ladies division at the Zenadth Kes rugby league carnival on TI last month.
Wakeyama defeated hot 

favourites Saibai United 14-12 

in the October 14 grand final, 

after being beaten by them in a 

qualifying match.

Lyrech won the award for 

scoring the most tries at the 

carnival as lock, second row and 

hooker.

Her 42-year-old mum, Rothana 

Baira, also played, making 

them the only mother/daughter 

combination to play together in 

both of the recent AllBlacks 

comps.

“I was so proud being in the 

teams with Lyrech,” Rothana 

said.

“We played in the Murri 

Carnival for Wongai Tiddas 

which was our Family Team, and 

Wakeyama in the Torres Cup.”

At the Townsville carnival 

Wongai Tiddas finished top of 

the 10 team ladies division table 

after the qualifying rounds but 

were beaten 26-10 in a semi final 

by Flora Sandilands Memorial 

team.

QRL Operations Manager  

Townsville Kerri Ritchie 

congratulated the pair.  

“What a fantastic effort for 

mum and daughter to be out their 

representing their family and also 

playing alongside her aunties and 

other family members,” she said.  

“I’d just love to congratulate 

mother and daughter on this 

great achievement. 

“Lyrech is definitely one to 

watch in the future.”

Mother-Daughter combo hard to beat

PALM Island performed strongly at the Mackay Indigenous Allblacks carnival 
last weekend, reaching the semi final.
Thirteen men’s, five ladies sides 

as well as under 17 competitions 

for boys and girls were held last 

weekend at the Mackay Junior 

Rugby League grounds.

The Palm side won their 

three qualifying round 

matches to finish second 

on the table then won their 

quarter final. 

Townsville side Coastal 

Balaz beat Palm Island 12-6 

in a high quality semi final.

Coach Cr Roy Prior was 

proud of the team’s efforts.

“The team did really well 

and was one game away from 

grand final,” he said.

“We went down 12-6 to 

Coastal Balaz in the semi - 

the game was there for the 

taking but mistakes cost us. 

“Some positives to come 

from the weekend is our under 

18 players really stepped up 

and contributed to the team. 

“I couldn’t be more proud of 

them and the team in general. 

“Our senior lads led the 

team again Daryl, Clinton, 

Billo, Lester and our front 

rowers really laid the platform 

for the team.”

Palm team does Island proud in Mackay comp


