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Home ownershlp [back]
on the agenda

A proposed Palm Island Home Ownership

Scheme has been developed by the Council, in

collaboration with the Queensland Government,

to take Palm Island residents closer again to

owning their own home.

Up to 300 homes, owned by
Council, could be made available
for resi-dents to buy over the
next ten years through a 99-year
home ownership lease under the
scheme.

The government said they would
work in partnership with the
communi-ty and council on the
scheme, identifying legislative
barriers, and op-tions to address
them, and ensuring that the
scheme would be sustaina-ble.

Local MP Scott Stewart said he
was excited.

“l have spoken extensively with
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire

Council about this plan for a
number of years and advocated
extensively, so I’'m extremely
excited to see it happening,” he
said.

“This is an important first step
which will give people on Palm
Island a chance to have their own
home.

“We will continue to work
directly with the council and the
broader community on making this
happen.

“Home ownership gives people
pride of place in where they live
which is why this work is so

important.”
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Home ownership [back] on the agenda

In 2014 Mayor Alf Lacey told the ABC his parents and grandparents had
lived in rental accommodation most of their lives.

“¢] think it gives local families country,” he said at the time.
security, and | think that’s what Council CEO Michael Bissell
the important thing is about it, said they had worked very hard
that you’re not relying on a rental  for many years advocating for a
system for the rest of your life, community-led proposal.
that you have the opportunity to “While it won’t be for everyone,
say who comes onto your property through our long and deep
and who doesn’t come onto your community engagement, we know

property, like any other homeowners there is very high demand for

in the state or if not in the private home ownership on Palm

Island,” he said.

“We are cautiously optimistic
that the Government will deliver
this time, there have been many
false dawns in the past.

“While Minister Stewart came
across to make the announcement
with the Mayor, we have not been
given any details of what was

approved by Cabinet.
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back on agenda

Late last month a community forum to discussself determination, economicdevelopment,
the right to title deeds and the ability to build and own family homes was hosted by the
Palm Island Council along with Hon Bob Katter MP and Father Frank Brennan SJ.

At the forum Mr Katter paid tribute to the Palm Island community which he said had led the good
fight in securing self-management and ownership of the land for the people of Palm Island and all
of the First Australian people of Queensland.

He said his Australian Party continued to fight for private ownership for First Australian pecple.
“Without home ownership, indigenous economic development is at a standstill,” he said.

"QOnly this will achieve self-management and indigenous economic development.”

Mr Katter also said while victories would be challenged by many changes and setbacks, it was
important to remember the heroes “who sat down, designed, fought for and implemented the
legislation”, and to "commemorate these people and the hundreds who stood in the historical battle

in which this was a major milestone”. “Er—t Australians should have
“Governments are still saying to indigenous people: "We the same rights enjoyed by the

will manage your money for you; we will build your houses  Loct of the world and every other
for you; we will control and own your water for you; we Australian — the right to secure

will decide what is best for you'" he said. -
Mr Katter and Fr Brennan also joined Mayor Alf Lacey, 4 :s?::ﬁ: f:fﬂ;:‘ f:h'z:;fpsg;&egfy’

cso Ross Norman, Palm Island Crs Frank Conway and owned by them. They will be
Mislam Sam E_und Yarrabah Cr Bevan Waish on a tour of given an inalienable title deed
the new heusing estates. Cr Lacey said he welcomed Mr 0 hoerr o voac b0 their home,
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Katter and Fr Brennan's visit. :
SOME HISTORY: As the Bjelke-Petersen Government's Minister for  DUSIN€SS, farm and land so that

Aberiginal Affairs, Bob Katter enshrined in legislation the self- manag they can say like every other
rights of Aboriginal community lands through elected councils; and Australian, “this is my land”.
introduced laws granting inalienable freehold title of the former mission - & 2 S5

reserves (held in trust by the elected councils), including a regulatory This will prowr.!q. facilitate and
mechanism to enable private ownership of lands (through perpetual leases Fnabfe econhomic deve!opment =
for heme ownership by families, as well as term leases for enterprise  impossible without a title deed.”
development). He said his policy was to enable individual families to obtain Bob Katter MP

private land titles within communally held lands, moving to home ownership
and economic development. Even before these laws were passed in the Qid
Parliament in 1985, he had encouraged coundils to invite families to apply
for private |eases for home ownership and enterprises. Unfortunately, with
the change of govarnment after 1989, hundrads of private ownership and
home ownerships were left in mbo — where they shamefully remain a
quarter-century later because the ascendant Goss Government legislated to
stop the so-called "Katter leases” being approved under landholding laws.

4 For some comment from Fr Frank Brennan see http://www.eurekastreet.com.au/article.aspxaeid=33477

Government'’s freehold op

The Queensland Government has released a «
community land to freehold tenure in a move
reality for Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander

PalmIslandisoneof 34 communities Mr Cripps said the
invited to comment on the paper.  paper outlined a propos
Natural Resources and Mines model and a process of
Minister Andrew Cripps said the consultation that could
Government recognised Aboriginal model being adopted.
& Torres Strait Islander people Aboriginal & Torres St
wanted to own their own homes in  Affairs Minister Glen Eln
their own communities. Government saw home ¢
“This desire for greater security of animportantstep toward
land tenure is behind the discussion Indigenous disadvantage
paper, Providing freehold title in “We wantto work with ¢
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander to identify what's bes
communities, which is available for one and to what exte
public comment until 29 March land can be made [
2013,” Mr Cripps said. community,” Mr Elmes ¢
Copies of the discussion paper Providing freehold title in Ak
are available online at www.

2 C The Palm Island Voice is published by the Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council and is free and online @ www.chowes.com.au )




“If, for example, they have
approved our proposal in full then
we can make this happen auickly
for community, but if they’re
saying they’re going to work with
us to make it happen and focus on
legislative changes, then it is not
the outcome we’d hoped for.

“We’ve designed a rent-to-buy

scheme, as exists on the mainland,

because the legislation says

you need a ‘lump sum, up front
payment’, to purchase an existing
home on a lot under a 99-year

lease — the same type as exists

in the ACT.

“People can’t comply with the
law as no bank or lender will make
the funding available, as there
isn’t a housing market, like there is
everywhere else, to recover costs
if there is a default.

“The rent-to-buy scheme fixes
this, but it is considered a ‘loan’,
and any Council in Queensland
reauires the approval of the
Treasurer to make a loan.

“To make private home ownership
possible on Palm Island, we need

the Treasurer to approve our

proposal, ie the ability for Council
to make a loan, in full or on a case
by case basis.

“The legislative barriers have been
there for some time, and should
be amended in future to make it
clearer and easier for anyone living
in a remote Indigenous community
in Queensland, but for now it
wasn’t critical to progressing the
Palm Island proposal.”

Mr Stewart visited the island last
week and said he would work on
those barriers with the government
and Council. MORE PICS NEXT PAGE
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tion up for discussion
liscussion paper around transferring
» towards making home ownership a
communities, it says.

Assistant Minister for Aboriginal &
Torres Strait Islander Affairs David
Kempton said the community
would be well informed about the
Government's freehold title proposal.
“The Government recognises the
importance of getting this proposal
whnershipas right,” Mr Kempton said.
saddressing “Over the coming months I will work
3 with  Government departments
ommunities to conduct a series of meetings
t for each with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
nt freehold Islander land trusts, native title
art of the bodies, Aboriginal Shire councils
said. and Indigenous Regional councils.”
original and Torres Strait Islander communities
dnrm.qld.gov.au

discussion
ed freehold
‘community
lead to that

ait Islander
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Freehold ownership one step closer

Natural Resources and Mines Minister Andrew Powell has tabled the Aboriginal and Torres Strait

Islander Land (Providing Freehold) and other Legislation Amendment Bill 2014 in Queensland parliament,

which may take Palm lIsland residents a step closer towards owning their own home on the Island.

The new legislation, tabled
last month provides ordinary
freehold land ownership
opportunities.

Member for Townsville, John
Hathaway said the Bill would
give Palm Island residents the
same property rights to the
land enjoyed by other freehold
property holders.

“Palm Island residents should
have the same rights as those
on the main land and that
is to own their own home,”
Mr Hathaway said. “This
initiative is about removing the
barriers for home ownership
in indigenous communities and
allowing residents to determine
their own destiny.

“This freehold model takes
into account the uniaue
features of Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander
communities. It will be the
choice of the Palm Island
community whether they
accept the freehold model
within their town area.”

Assistant Minister for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Affairs David Kempton

said the Bill was *ground
breaking.”

“For the first time in the
history of Queensland there
will be an opportunity for
Indigenous Queenslanders to
own their own homes in their
communities in unconditional
freehold,” he said. “When
passed through Parliament
later this year the bill will
give the trustee the ability
to provide freehold to local
indigenous people.”

Mr Kempton said the
legislation was a significant
opportunity for all indigenous
Queenslanders that came with
a lot of responsibility.

“The initial grant of freehold

will be to an Indigenous

person with interest in the
land however there will be no
impediment to a subseauent
transfer to a non-indigenous
person,” he said. “There may
be some risk of subseauent
sale to non-community
members however this is far
outweighed by the huge boost
normalisation will bring to
economic development and
community growth. It is time
we treated all Australians
eaually and today marks a
major step in that direction.”
Mr Kempton said the
Llegislation would not create
freehold but rather provide a
mechanism for the community
to do adopt it when the timing

was right. SEE P7 FOR MORE...
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(Issue 408*) will be Thursday 29 August :ﬁ «

for publication on Monday 2 September .=

The Palm Island Voice is published *weekly if we have paid advertising, or otherwise fortnightly by the
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council. For advertising rates and/or more information contact the Editor
on 0419 656 277 or at howeschowes@gmail.com Members of the Palm Island community and local
organisations are welcome to submit birthdays, community information, pics, yarns and letters to the
Editor, Christine Howes. You can also follow us on Facebook! We have 2,900 ‘likes” and more than 3,000
followers! The Palm Island Voice is free and online at http://www.chowes.com.au

Operating Hours for Palm Island Council are Monday—Friday 8am — 5pm
If you have any questions please contact Reception on 4770 1177 or 4770 0200
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council has 5,400 ‘followers’ on Facebook!!!



