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One of the Palm Island Council’s 

most important roles is to 

advocate for the community’s 

priorities to governments, CEO 

Michael Bissell says.
Every networking opportunity counts.

“The new Council has set its strategic 

focus on private home ownership, tourism 

and economic development,” he said.

“Mayor Lacey - standing third from right 

– is pictured at the recent LGAQ Policy 

Executive Committee meeting in Brisbane 

and we have also met with the Premier 

Steven Miles and Treasurer Cameron 

Dick in Townsville, as well as Palm Island 

community champion Scott Stewart 

and Townsville Enterprise CEO Claudia 

Brumme-Smith.

“We are always working to highlight our 

strategic priorities and our new Councillors 

continue to do the heavy lifting with their 

focus on outcomes that will benefit the 

community.”

ABOVE: The LGAQ Policy 
Executive meeting 
in Brisbane; LEFT & 

BELOW: Premier Steven 
Miles, Treasurer 
Cameron Dick in 

Townsville, Palm Island 
community champion 
Scott Stewart and 

Townsville Enterprise 
CEO Claudia Brumme-
Smith in Townsville.
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New admin and home economics buildings 

and a landscaped outdoor area for cultural 

and community use are set to be built at 

Bwgcolman Community School (BCS) in a 

huge infrastructure investment out of this 

year’s State Budget.
Member for Townsville and Ministerial Champion for 

Palm Island Scott Stewart said it was fantastic to see 

for the community.

“This investment will support the school’s 

administration services and educational opportunities in 

home economics and food studies,” he said.

“It also brings great benefit to the broader community 

by delivering a central place to meet and hold many 

beautiful community events.

“I will continue to push for projects like this for the 

community.”

BCS Principal Karen Heales said they were grateful.

““We are grateful to receive this funding to build new 

facilities that will support our entire Bwgcolman school 

community,” she said.

“The administration building will provide modern 

new facilities and support our warm and welcoming 

environment for staff, students and our community.

“The home economics building will provide new learning 

opportunities for students that will support curriculum 

learning, development of life skills and job readiness in 

hospitality.

“Our community is also looking forward to having 

a new meeting place to celebrate whole school and 

cultural events.”

The new administration building and new home 

economics building were forecast for completion in late 

2024.

School ready to enjoy new 
building assets
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If you have any questions about your travel, you should: 
Call 47 525 100
Email JPHS-admin@health.qld.gov.au  
Come to Joyce Palmer Health Centre between 
Monday to Friday 9 am - 4 pm to speak to the team 

Your doctor in Townsville will decide when you are ready to be discharged from hospital and can go home. An Indigenous 
Hospital Liaison Officer (IHLO) in Townsville will organise for you to travel home to Palm Island on the earliest available 
transport, which suits your medical needs. They will also organise suitable transport to the airport or ferry terminal on the 
Queensland Health Day of Discharge Unit bus and ensure you’re able to travel. 

If you chose to stay in Townsville for any period after the earliest available transport, which suits your medical needs 
Patient Travel will not cover the cost of your travel or accommodation.  

Travelling to Townsville 
for medical care?

• A letter confirming your appointment will be sent to the Palm Island post office or you 
will get an SMS sent to the phone number you provided Joyce Palmer Health Service. 
Contact the health service if you need to update your phone number. 

• Before your travel to Townsville is booked you need to come to the Joyce Palmer Health 
Service to complete paperwork. You should do this at least three days before your 
appointment. Bring your letter or phone message with you.

• Don’t foget to collect your travel documents from Joyce Palmer Health Centre to take these 
with you when you travel to Townsville. 
You cannot collect your travel documents on the weekend. The Joyce Palmer Health Service is 
open Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm. 

If you have a procedure or surgery booked at Townsville University Hospital you will 
get a one-way ticket from Palm Island to Townsville for you and one escort.

Do you need to travel by plane or ferry? 

Will you need accommodation 
in Townsville? 

Accommodation depends on availability
Patient travel only covers the cost for the 

patient and one escort
Do you require a taxi voucher 

to travel to the hospital? 
Taxi vouchers are only accepted by one taxi  
   company -Townsville Black and White Taxi

If your child needs to travel for their health 
care, they can only travel with one escort. 

Do you need the Queensland Health bus to 
pick you up and drop you off on Palm Island?

If you are travelling with an escort: 

Patients can only travel with one escort. 
If you travel with any additional people,  

    you will have to pay for their travel and  
    accommodation in advance. 

An escort must be over 18 years old.
You must provide the name of your 

escort before you travel. 

Think about the following

After your procedure or surgery

What happens next



Operating Hours for Palm Island Council are Monday–Friday 8am – 5pm
If you have any questions please contact Reception on 4770 1177 or 4770 0200
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council has 5,400 ‘followers’ on Facebook!!!

The Palm Island Voice is published *weekly if we have paid advertising, or otherwise fortnightly by the 
Palm Island Aboriginal Shire Council. For advertising rates and/or more information contact the Editor 
on 0419 656 277 or at howeschowes@gmail.com  Members of the Palm Island community and local 
organisations are welcome to submit birthdays, community information, pics, yarns and letters to the 
Editor, Christine Howes. You can also follow us on Facebook! We have 2,900 ‘likes’ and more than 3,000 
followers! The Palm Island Voice is free and online at http://www.chowes.com.au

THE NEXT                              DEADLINE*  
(Issue 404*) will be Thursday 4 July 
for publication on Monday 8 July
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