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PLEASE note there may be some images of deceased persons within this publication.

More pics inside!

We have survived!

Referendum struggle 
recognised with honours
Yarrabah elder Alfred Neal, 92, can officially add the letters 
‘OAM’ to his signature, now he has been recognised for his 
“services to the Indigenous community, particularly to the 1967 
Referendum Campaign” with an Order of Australia Medal.

The purpose of the Order of Australia is to recognise by national 
honour those who have made outstanding contributions that benefit 
their communities and, ultimately, Australia as a whole.

Mr Neal told Charlie Peel, from The Weekend Australian, he was glad 
to be recognised for his  work in the campaign and in Yarrabah, but said 
there was still a lot of work that needed to be done to bridge the gap 
between Indigenous and non-indigenous Australians, and to improve 
relations. 

“There is a big difference there,” he said. 
Continued next page...
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Another north Queenslander, Ruth 
Hennings (known as Ruth Wallace 
from her first marriage), was also 
recognised with an OAM for work 
she told The Weekend Australian, 
she and Mr Neal did together.

Mrs Hennings told the Koori Mail 
earlier this year her activism was kicked 
off by the death of her father and a 
meeting in Cairns hosted by the Trades 
and Labour Council – a meeting which 
ultimately led to the formation of the 
Aboriginal Advancement League in 
Cairns.

The pair were among seven people 
across Australia who fought for the 
1967 referendum to be awarded Order 
of Australia honours, The Weekend 
Australian said. 

The others  were Dulcie Flower, 
Kathleen Mills, Pamela Pedersen, Albert 
Pittock and Diana Travis. 

The Yarrabah Housing Team is keen to remind all 
housing applicants to provide updates on their 
current living situation.

“Files have to be updated every six months or they will 
be archived,” the team said.

“If you haven’t updated, you need to make an 
appointment.

“And if you have turned 18, or have never submitted 
a housing application, you also need to make an 
appointment.”

They said for all appointments don’t forget to bring:
•	 Current Identification;
•	 Current Copy of Income Statement from Centrelink 

or Employer;
•	 Current updates/Letters on previously provided 

medical issues;
•	 Letters of support; and,
•	 Any other documentation you believe is relevant to 

your application. 

Reminder for housing-
hopefuls to keep up to date

Hall hire restrictions 
to stay in place
Council has reluctantly decided the 
Community Hall can no longer be hired 
for parties or weddings, CEO Janelle 
Menzies says.

“During 2018 we had a number of weddings 
and parties where the Hall was left uncleaned 
inside and out,” Ms Menzies said. 

“Discussions with Yarrabah Police also 
brought AMP breaches to Council’s attention.  

“As a result the Council decided to suspend 
functions at the hall for six months of last 
year as trial run.

“The first party booking accepted at the end 
of that six months, in December, resulted 
in attendees once again breaching the AMP 
rules and leaving the Hall uncleaned.

“We are sorry to say the decision is therefore 
official: Council will no longer allow the Hall 
to be hired for parties or weddings.”

Yarrabah’s Survival Day 
event was a huge success, 
especially with the kids, 
despite the weather, Mayor 
Ross Andrews (third place 
getter in the coconut husking 
competition) says.

“We had a good turnout and lots 
of fun,” he said.  

“The winner of the coconut husking 
competition was Jason Fourmile, who 
peeled his in an incredible 53 second, 
and second was Giles Mundraby.

“Our fishing comp winner was Liam 

Fourmile, and the damper competition 
was won by Valda Miller. 

“The kids also enjoyed a syrup and 
cream on bread eating competition.

“It was good fun, so thank you to 
everyone who came along.”

Pics thanks to Avril Yeatman
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Hall hire restrictions 
to stay in place
Council has reluctantly decided the 
Community Hall can no longer be hired 
for parties or weddings, CEO Janelle 
Menzies says.

“During 2018 we had a number of weddings 
and parties where the Hall was left uncleaned 
inside and out,” Ms Menzies said. 

“Discussions with Yarrabah Police also 
brought AMP breaches to Council’s attention.  

“As a result the Council decided to suspend 
functions at the hall for six months of last 
year as trial run.

“The first party booking accepted at the end 
of that six months, in December, resulted 
in attendees once again breaching the AMP 
rules and leaving the Hall uncleaned.

“We are sorry to say the decision is therefore 
official: Council will no longer allow the Hall 
to be hired for parties or weddings.”

As many as 15 job seekers from Yarrabah CDP and Wugu Nyambil 
Employment Services have or will secure work for up to six months 
picking lychees and avocados on farms in the Mareeba district, YASC 
CDP Manager Djungan Paul Neal says.

Mr Neal said what’s been called 
the Mareeba Lychee Project was the 
brainchild of himself and Alwyn Lyall, 
and was first established in early 2018.

He said since then they had 
increased the Yarrabah stakeholder 
positions by 15.

“We had organised with Wugu 
Nyambil to hold a information day 
that attracted more than 20 job 
seekers on the day, and then we 
organised a work induction on the 
Mecheli Farm, 15 minutes west of 
Mareeba,” he said.

“Zac Rosser, Aden Kennedy, Earl 

Gordon, Alex Davidson and Wesley 
Harris will be employed by Mecheli until 
early February before going on to pick 
avocados for the next three months.

“Kirsten Maloney and Andrew Creed 
started with the lychee project but 
have gone on to picking mangoes at 
the Golden Drop winery.

“As for the others, it was great to 
see the smiles on the faces of Alex 
and Valentine Davidson, Frank 
Koowootha and Brent Pearson 
Jr, all of whom were proud of 
their achievements in their first 
employment opportunity.”

Lychee project puts 15 in work
Fourmile, and the damper competition 
was won by Valda Miller. 

“The kids also enjoyed a syrup and 
cream on bread eating competition.

“It was good fun, so thank you to 
everyone who came along.”
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Yarrabah News is published fortnightly by the 
Yarrabah Aboriginal Shire Council and edited 
by  Christine Howes. Members of the Yarrabah 
community and local organisations are welcome 
to submit birthdays, community information, pics, 
yarns and letters to the Editor.

Don’t forget you can follow us on Facebook! 
Yarrabah News is online at http://www.chowes.com.au

For more information contact Christine Howes on 

0419 656 277 o r  c h o w e s @ w e s t n e t . c o m . a u

OUR next deadline will be

Thursday 
 7 FEBRUARY

FOR PUBLICATION ON 

Thursday  
14 February

On behalf of local Juungaal 
Elders, Aunt Gwen Schrieber 

Coordinator would like to 
pass on her appreciation to 
Sue Andrews, CEO Gurriny 

Yealamucka Health Services 
for their generous donation 

of a couple of computers 
and a replacement air 

conditioner at the centre. 
Air conditioner was of 
particular help during 

the heat waves we have 
recently encountered. 

Thanks to Gurriny and God 
bless! 

GINDAJA LEARNING WELLBEING CENTRE 
PROGRAMS 

Please be advised that Gindaja Learning Wellbeing Centre will be
delivering the following programs commencing on the 29th January 2019.
All are welcome to attend
Every Tuesday 
– Anger Management  - 10am – 11:30am
- Alcohol & Drug Awareness Program – 1.30pm – 2.30pm
-AOD Counselling / Brief Intervention
Every Wednesday
- Family Wellbeing Program – 10am – 11.30am
- Cultural Activity/Healing Arts Program – 1:30pm – 3:00pm
- AOD Counselling / Brief Intervention –
Should you need transport to attend our programs, please contact us 

on 40569000
Light Refreshments & Lunch will be provided to all participants

2019 YASC Ordinary Meetings will be held in the Council 
Chambers (56 Sawmill Rd) at 10am on the last Wednesday 
of each month except for December (see below). The dates 
will be:

30 January
27 February
27 March
24 April

29 May
26 June
31 July
28 August

25 September
30 October
27 November
18 December

It’s time to nominate
Nominate a business, community organisation, 
educational institution or partnership going above 
and beyond to foster reconciliation in Queensland.

Share your reconciliation journey with us for the 
chance to win a share of $25,000 in prize money.

Nominations close 5 pm, Monday 25 February 2019.

2019 
Queensland

Reconciliation  
Awards

D
PC

65
63

The Queensland Reconciliation Awards is an initiative of the Queensland Government through the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, and the Department of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Partnerships.

For more information visit qld.gov.au/reconciliation
reconciliation.awards@premiers.qld.gov.au(07) 3003 9200#reconciliationqldDeadly Stories

Proudly supported by

ABOVE: Yarrie enjoyed 
another successful  Santa run 

for 2018 thanks to Council!

MORNING VISITING HOURS: 9.30-11.30am
Lunch: 12-1pm  Rest Period: 2-5pm 
EVENING VISITING HOURS: 6-8pm

Please note: Children under 18 must have parental 
supervision and intoxicated people are not permitted at 
any time. Bullying, harassment or abuse of any kind is 
not tolerated on Mutkin grounds.


